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PURPOSE: 




To furnish information in Bureau files concerning Harold 
Weisberg and Edward Jay Epstein, who authored the books * Whitewash" f / 
and ’Inquest” respectively, each dealing with the findings made by the 
Presiden^Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy. 

HAROLD WEISBERG 



Harold Weisberg and his wife, Lillian Stone Weisberg, 
jointly own a 14 acre tract of land in Hyattstown, Maryland, upon which 1 ) 
they operate the Coq d'Or Farm whose principal business is raising of 
pheasant-chickens, Rock-Cornish game hens, waterfowl and other 
poultry and the sale of poultry and eggs. 

Bureau files contain numerous references to the Weisbergs. 

The Department of State, in a report dated April 28, 1947, showed that* 
Harold Weisberg was an employee of the La Follette Civil Liberties 
Committee from September, 1936, to October, 1939, and was discharged ! ) 
for permitting certain information to leak to the press. This report sets 
forth that Senator La Follette stated that Weisberg had been dismissed for a 
breach of trust involving the release of confidential information to news- 
papers, and the Senator was quite certain the newspaper involved was 
The Daily Worker. //y < / \ y Y - 
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Weisberg was one of ten emplpyed^' fired^summarily by th( 
IStafeTDepartment in June, 1947, because of suspected communist^'di’ * 
Communistic sympathies. He was later allowed to resign witjhout 
[prejudice, but was not restored to hi si oh. ■“““ — " ~~ 
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In 1961, Weisberg and his wife filed a claim against the 
Government under the Federal Tort Claims Act in the amount of $9, 950 
for damages allegedly sustained by them in their poultry business as a 
result of low-flying helicopters. This case was tried and court directed 
judgment in favor of the Weisbergs for $750. 



In a letter dated May 23, 1966, to the Director, Weisberg 
enclosed a copy of his book "Whitewash" and made reference to quotations 
from the Director's testimony and that of FBI Agents and stated he believed , 
these required "immediate and unequivocal explanation. " He submitted [ ' 
three questions which pertain to testimony concerning the number of shots 
fired and he questioned the results of our Laboratory examination of the 
bullets. 
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ACTION: 

, . • Bureau files are being expeditiously reviewed in order to 

determine the complete facts to resolve any alleged discrepancies which 

1966 e 1 ^ &rticle appearing in the Washington Post, May 29 

1 p® 6 ’ daptl ° ned , An I™luest: Skeptical Postcript to Warren Group's ’ 
5?° rt “ Assassination. '• This Post article was based on a rS „f 
the books authored by Weisberg and Epstein. 
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to dpfprmin?+!f e ^ u ? leS are also being expeditiously reviewed in order 
letter of May 23, 1 “ 6 ^ COncernin S mentioned in Weisberg's 



Memoranda are being prepared 
action in each of the above matters. 



setting forth 



recommended 





